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Please join us for 
Fleming County 
FFA’s tractor 
parade, Friday, 
October 11th at  
1 pm - downtown 
Flemingsburg!

Happy October Birthdays to these Hinton Mills team members!

Ronald Lawrence 
May’s Lick Mill 
Manager



A Look Back at What the Hinton Mills Team Did in September 2019

A huge thank you to everyone who came out to celebrate May’s Lick Mills’ 50th 
Anniversary on Labor Day weekend! We raised more than $12,000 for the KYGMC’s 
Limestone Center at Friday evening’s farm to table dinner, Saturday was amazing - from 
the music, to the food, to the kid’s games - and don’t forget the fireworks! Last, but most 
importantly, the tent church service Sunday gave us an opportunity to reflect on what truly 
matters most - our faith and loving others as ourselves. Here’s to the next 50 years!

Adam was honored 
with a Community 
leadership award from 
the Buffalo Trace Area 
Development District 
board.

The Hinton family 
enjoyed supporting Ky. 
FFA at the 3rd annual 
Blue & Gold Gala.

We had a great 
turnout at our Hunter 
Appreciation event. 
Everyone enjoyed the 
archery contest and 
Daisy Air Gun range.

We helped host the 
4th annual Teachers’ 
Workshop as part of 
Fleming County Ag 
Week.

Adam was sworn 
in as a member of 
Morehead State 
University’s Board of 
Regents.

We hosted a Pioneer Field Day in the 
May’s Lick Area.

Johnny Ruark started with Hinton Mills in 1981 at Fleming 
County Farm Supply. He worked there with Ferman Perkins, 
and a couple of years later went to May’s Lick Mill to become 
the assistant store manager. A couple of years after that, he was 
promoted to store manager.

“I really enjoyed May’s Lick customers,” he said. “They became 
my friends — they’re still my friends. The people there accepted 
me — all the customers were great. At the time there were 
several young farmers in the area, and I really enjoyed working 
with them. I can remember when Jason Gifford got married, I 
remember when I hired Ron Lawrence. I remember when some 
of Bud’s (Hinton) boys were born.”

One of his memories from his time at Hinton Mills revolves 
around Ellora Hinton, mother of Frank O. Hinton, and the 
family’s matriarch. She was born in 1890, and lived until she 
was 107. 

“Mr. Hinton’s mother (Ellora) was still living, and I went up there 
one time to help her. She had some dirt that needed to be 
moved. I shoveled the dirt into a wheelbarrow, and I was putting 
the shovel down. She picked up that wheelbarrow and started 
moving it. I said ‘Oh – Mrs. Hinton – don’t’ do that! Mr. Frank 
will fire me!’ She just said, ‘Don’t you worry about that – I’ll take 

Fifty Years of May’s Lick Mill
Former May’s Lick Mill manager Johnny Ruark shares his memories from his time with Hinton Mills
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care of him!’ She was just a super nice, Christian lady.”

Eventually Johnny started his own excavation business, which he still 
runs. 

“I’ve always had a lot of customers from May’s Lick,” he said. “A 
lot of my success is because of the customers I met while I was at 
May’s Lick Mill.”

“I think the world of Ferman Perkins, and all the Hintons were 
really good to me. I started when Mr. Hinton (Frank O.) was still in 
charge. Maurice Newman was the general manager at that time. 
They trusted me, stood behind me. They’re good people, and I still 
think a lot of them today.”

Johnny Ruark 
(center) with May’s 
Lick Mill customers 
Charles Boyd 
Sr., Harry Sapp 
& Lewis Mason 
during a Seed 
Days event.


